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Swedish Association of Suppliers of Medical Devices [SLF]

Press release

Stockholm 22.01.2001

SLF positive in response to clarification from the Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare:

The risk in connection with plasticisers in PVC is clearly exaggerated

Suspected risks must be balanced against patient benefit, and the risk of cancer in connection with plasticisers is clearly exaggerated ( these are two of the Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare's conclusions in a report to the government. A great many medical products are made of PVC plastics with plasticiser, an additive which ever since the 1970s has been discussed as being a potentially dangerous substance.  "The Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare's report gives a further green light for the use of PVC products in medical treatment ( a clarification which is important and urgent”, says the Swedish Association of Suppliers of Medical Devices [SLF] in a commentary.

For two years, the Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare in consultation with the Swedish National Chemicals Inspectorate, the Swedish Medical Products Agency and leaders from the health service have been assigned with investigating health-related and environmentally damaging effects of plasticisers in medical products. The investigation has above all dealt with the plasticiser DEHP, diethyl hexyl phthalate, the most widely used plasticiser in PVC plastics used in medical products. Plasticisers are used to change the plastic's properties, e.g. strength, transparency, flexibility and elasticity. The majority of tubes, couplings and containers are examples of products requiring these special properties. 

In its report, the Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare confirms that the assignment of investigating plasticisers was allocated at a time when knowledge about PVC and plasticisers was more limited than it is today. Over the past year, several scientific reports have shown that the risk of cancer in connection with plasticisers has been exaggerated. DEHP has also been reclassified from "possibly carcinogenic for humans" to "non-classifiable with regard to carcinogenic effects on humans".

"The Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare's conclusion that 'the majority of medical products containing plasticised plastics have over the years in clinical use been of very great significance for many patients', that the risks have been 'exaggerated' and that 'as things stand, alternative plastic materials have been insufficiently investigated for them simply to be able to replace plasticised plastics containing DEHP' is a clear signal to the health service.  For over 40 years plasticised PVC has saved countless lives," says Johan Svedberg, the officer in charge at the Swedish Association of Suppliers of Medical Devices.

For further information, please contact:  Johan Svedberg. See also www.slf.nu
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